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From Dr. Hackett...
J

anuary arrived with a vengeance. We started back to school only to have the arctic blast
that literally stopped everyone in their tracks.

Our return from the holiday break was only for two days when the bitter cold closed
schools for the next two days.
Those cold winter days remind me of the children’s read aloud book, The Snowy Day, by
Ezra Jack Keats.
It is one of my favorites since he tells the story of going out in the snow. The author shares
the stories of listening to the snow crunch under his feet and then dreaming “that the sun
would melt all the snow away.”
Here in Sullivan West we know the snow is here to stay for a while. We plan to enjoy our
outdoor recess activities and sports. While you (as readers) warm up inside, enjoy this issue
of the newsletter. We have so many things happening indoors, we wanted to share them
with all of you.

Dr. Nancy M. Hackett

The Nutcracker
performed by the
Knidergarten students
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Elementary News
FROM THE PRINCIPAL – Mr. Rod McLaughlin
A colleague recently shared with me
that Channel 4 News ran a week-long
series called “Generation at Risk: America’s Youngest Facing a Mental Health
Crisis”. This got me thinking of what
we as a school district and society can
do to help children be healthy and feel
secure. I think it begins with helping
them discover and be at peace with who
they are.
The story is told of the famous conductor Walter Damrosch who once
stopped his orchestra when everything
appeared to be going along smoothly,
and began frantically asking; “Where is
the seventh flute? Where is the seventh
flute?” Damrosch didn’t ask for the first
flute, or the second…but the seventh.
In Damrosch’s mind and trained ear
even the seventh flute had an important
part in creating the harmony the conductor so desired. At times in my role
as principal I am concerned that some

students may feel inferior, untalented,
not beautiful or unintelligent.
Here in the Sullivan West Elementary
School our goal is to create a world of
support, encouragement and opportunity where all children realize they have
a notable part to play. We believe that
each student is distinctly created with
gifts and abilities that are uniquely “who
they are.” We strive to celebrate the
individual and create an environment
that encourages and promotes each
child to grow and use their gifts. When I
have opportunity to watch an orchestra
I will often watch the individual who
plays the triangle. Frequently the player
sits through the entire number, eagerly
waiting ‘their’ moment. Then, usually
toward the end of the number,
with perfect timing, they stand
deftly striking the instrument
and produce the just right
note that perfects the perfor-

Pre-Kindergarten News
Our Pre-K students have been busy developing their fine
motor skills.
Their fingers are
getting stronger every day.
Using scissors,
glue, and glitter
they practiced
making their
hands and eyes
work together
while creating
snowflakes, colorful birds, and pom-pom number books to
count down the days until Christmas. All of our littlest learners’
creations are part of a beautiful bulletin board display outside
our classroom. Learning is so much fun in Pre-K.

Kindergarten News
For many years, the Kindergarten students have wowed their
families, friends, and school community with their annual
holiday performance. This year was no different. The 107
Kindergarten students danced their way into everyone’s hearts
during their rendition of “The Nutcracker.” The play tells the
story of a little girl, Marie, who falls asleep after a party at her
home where she received a wonderful gift, a Nutcracker. She
dreams herself (or does she?) into a fantastic world where toys,
Chinese and Russian dancers, sugarplums, and snowflakes
come to life. As the story ends, the Nutcracker turns into a
Prince after Marie saves his life. The audience leaves with a
warmth in their hearts ready for the upcoming festivities with

mance. Through our curriculum, support
services, and instructional practices, we
strive to help all students recognize that
they are valued, talented, beautiful and
intelligent in their own remarkable way.
Our only expectation is for each student
to simply play the part they are uniquely
designed for and in so doing to give their
very best. The goal of the SWE overall
educational program design is to help
each child discover their talents & gifts
and create opportunities for them to
display them. We hope all
children embrace who they
solely are and then perform
a “Triangle Solo” like the guy
on the Geico commercial. If
you are not sure what I mean
please Google® it. It will
make your day.

their own families. A special thank you to Mr. Moloney and
Mr. Bryan who have been a part of this annual tradition, as
well as the parents, staff and PTSO who worked so hard to
make this year’s play a success.

First Grade News
After reading the silly story,
Turkey Trouble by Wendi Silvano, the first
grade classes really got into the Thanksgiving spirit. In this story, Turkey is in trouble
- BAD TROUBLE. The kind of trouble
where it’s almost Thanksgiving….and
you’re the main course. Turkey had an
idea; what if he didn’t look like a turkey?
After many hilarious attempts, Turkey
comes up with the perfect disguise to
make his Thanksgiving the best ever! The
students brainstormed many ways to help
keep poor Turkey from getting gobbled
up on Thanksgiving Day. Using a variety
of household items, the students disguised
their turkeys as Minions, Ninja Turtles,
Princess Elsa, a pig, a peacock, popcorn,
and a basketball, just to name a few. Once
the turkey was in disguise, the students
wrote a short description of their great
disguise idea. The students reported that
their disguises worked, and all of the first
grade turkeys were safe this year!
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Second Grade News
It’s a very busy time of year in second grade. In math, the
students are eagerly learning many strategies to solve two-digit
addition and subtraction problems. Soon they will be advancing into writing three-digit numbers, as well as comparing,
adding, and subtracting these larger numbers. In ELA, they are
being exposed to a number of fairy tales, tall tales, and fables.
Each story will teach a central message or lesson (theme) from
diverse cultures. The students will also focus on key ideas and
details in each story. They will be asked to answer who, what,
where, when, why, and how questions to demonstrate understanding of the text. The students are diligently working on
their print formation in handwriting but are looking forward to
the spring when they will learn to write in cursive.

Third Grade News
The third grade students displayed a lot of creativity in their
writing. Before Thanksgiving, the students pretended they
were turkeys and wrote to persuade their readers NOT to eat
them for dinner. There have been many more turkeys sighted,
so it looks like they were pretty convincing! Getting into the
holiday spirit, the students viewed videos on reindeer. Then
they wrote an opinion piece on whether or not they would
like to have a reindeer for a pet. Each student also created a
picture of their reindeer. Presently, the students are working
on a class book that will be published into a hard-covered
book that can be purchased as a keepsake for years to come.
For example, Mrs. Reimer’s third grade class is writing a book
entitled Dream Big. The students are writing about their hopes,
plans, and dreams for the future years to come. Their illustrations include self-portraits as well as some pictures of their
future goals. Everyone is anxious to see their classes’ finished
product to share with their friends and family.
Fourth Grade News
The students in fourth grade are always busily working and
learning new things every day. As they perfect their multiplication and division facts, the students are learning to multiply
and divide two and three-digit numbers as well as answer
multiple step word problems. They are learning that even in
math, it is important to be a careful reader in order to get to
the correct solution in a math problem.
Annually, the fourth graders complete a project after learning about the Native Americans who lived in New York—the
Iroquois. This year was no different and as usual the projects
did not disappoint their teachers. All students could choose
to construct a longhouse or make a poster that depicts the government, trade, and use of natural resources by this group of
Native Americans. A detailed essay about Iroquois life accompanied each of the projects.
The students have started learning about pourqoi tales. These
tales are fictional stories that explain why something is the way
it is. For example, why a snake has no legs, or why a tiger has
stripes. These colorful tales include a great deal of figurative
language such as idioms, onomatopoeia, simile, metaphor, and
alliteration. Each type of figurative language will be practiced,
and then the students will use their new knowledge to create
a pourqoi tale to share with their classmates, teachers, and

family. There are sure to be some very creative ideas floating
around the fourth grade wing.

Fifth Grade News
Would you allow a snake to be used to assist in your health
care? Before answering, consider that this particular snake is
actually a robot! It is the product of extensive research and
development by engineers determined to advance the world
of robotics and its application in the medical field.
Fifth grade students began Project Lead the Way’s interdisciplinary robotics modules by exploring how robots such as the
robotic snake are used in today’s world. They soon realized
robots are becoming more commonplace in many industries
as well as in the American household, with increased sales of
robotic vacuums, mops and even window cleaners.
Working cooperatively, students were asked to apply a step
by step design process to construct an autonomous vehicle
capable of navigating around obstacles. The results of their
efforts were impressive, proving that when you combine a
child’s natural curiosity with the world of robotics, anything is
possible. We await the design of the homework completion
robot, but perhaps the engineer of such a device is presently a
fifth grader!

Sixth Grade News
Today children are growing up in a very different
world, where technology
seems to be crucial for
communication, learning
and fun – but switching it
off for a while to indulge in
some good old-fashioned
reading is highly recommended. We all need
“down time.” It’s a way
of switching off from the real world for a while, allowing the
imagination to run free.
On November 21st, the sixth graders did just that…spent the
day READING for pleasure! Part of their day also involved
buddy reading with our first grade classes. This activity enabled
the sixth graders to work on fluency and voice inflection to keep
their first grade book buddy interested. Studies show that children who are read to from an early age develop a better, more
advanced understanding of language. Reading to a child for 20
minutes a day, exposes them to a massive 1.8 million words of
text a year. Plus, children who are used to sitting down and listening until a story is finished are better able to concentrate and
complete a task - a very important skill for learning.
What a great day of learning for all!

AIS Math News
In AIS math classes, students are often reminded that math is
everywhere in our lives . . . which can be taken quite literally when elementary students travel through the ’94 wing of
our school. A giant multiplication table is affixed to a wall of
lockers, where students can look for patterns and practice a
Home of the “Bulldogs”
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particular fact family as they
pass. Many kids can be seen
stopping to see how they
“measure up” against a 5-foot
ruler, learning about height,
inches, and feet. Place value is
practiced with large numbers
and decimals on a chart with
place names on the lockers. A
pair of hallway minions inspire
giggles and mathematical
thinking as they change outfits
and math problems throughout
the year.
Running out of time? Students
can practice telling time on a
giant clock that is labeled with
reminders to count by fives
for each digit, using their own
arms as the clock’s hands.
There is also a fraction wall to
help students figure out and
compare equivalent fractional
pieces. As the seasons change,
a tree showed 5 facts on
autumn leaves. As the leaves
fell and weather began to
get colder, snowflakes appeared among the branches so
students can match a multiplication expression with its
product. Who knows what
spring will bring!?
Ever wondered how a bird’s
wing span relates to its height? Students can measure their
own arm span and compare it to that of large birds. Schoolchildren enjoy solving puzzles, and many must be shooed
along after too much dallying while trying to figure out a
brainteaser’s solution or observe an optical illusion intently . .
. all good problems to have as students develop perseverance
when solving math questions. Next time you’re in the school,
please stop by to investigate the world of math!

Physical Education News
Free throws - more trips to the line, which equals more
points, and sometimes a twist to a game that comes down to
the wire. Putting someone on the line all by themselves to get
free points for their team is a vital part of the game.
Each year during the basketball unit, the elementary Physical Education teachers cover foul shooting as one of the skills.
Students in grades 3 through 8 who are interested are given the
opportunity to enter the Sullivan West Hoop Shoot Contest. Local winners advance to the next level sponsored by the Liberty
ELKS Organization. Congratulations to the 2017-2018 Sullivan
West Elementary winners and runners-up: Leland Oefelein,
Natalie Goldstein, Jacob Hubert, Mackenzie Gadoury, Evan
Ebert, Samantha Hellerer, and Dylan Scardefield.

Music News
Holiday Cheer at Roscoe Regional Rehabilitation and
Residential Health Care Facility
The Elementary Clarinet Ensemble members brought some
holiday cheer to the patients in Roscoe on December 11th.
Mrs. Ellmauer and Ms. Verrico led the ensemble through some
classic Christmas songs in the large assembly room prior to
the resident’s dinner hour. The students were humbled at the
amount of joy that their music brought to the audience and left
feeling rewarded for their hard work preparing this concert. The
students in this ensemble are Karlee Diehl, Kaydence Everitt,
Coco Gao, Gillian Goldstein, Abigail Parucki, Ariel Roycroft, Allie Sierens, Sophie Wilkin, and Kayla Wilson.

Clarinet Ensemble

SW Elementary School Winter Concert
The Elementary school musicians busily fine-tuned their music for the annual winter concert held on December 19th. The
fourth grade chorus, under the direction of Ms. Kristina Verrico, made their debut on stage singing an assortment of winter
songs, beginning with Winter Canon and Snowflakes Dance, a
spirited version of The Hannukah Song, and concluding with I
Want A Hippopotamus For Christmas, featuring solos by Lezlie
Burr, Natalie Goldstein, Coralynn Oliva, and Tyler Stevenson.
The fifth and sixth grade chorus had the audience humming along to Winter Wonderland, Sing a Song for Christmas,
a Beatles classic, Can’t Buy me Love, and progressed forward
in their program to the dreaded Cold and Fugue! Ms. April
Scardino accompanied both choruses on the piano.
The fifth and sixth grade band instruments sparkled on stage,
under the direction of Mrs. Trish Ellmauer, with some marches,
the famed Jupiter movement from Holst’s The Planets, a
rockin’ version of themes from the Nutcracker, and ended with
the holiday classic, Frosty the Snowman.

It’s Beginning to Look a lot like Tuba Christmas!
In hundreds of cities across the U.S., tuba and euphonium
players gathered for an annual tradition: Tuba Christmas.
On Sunday, December 17th, some of Sullivan West’s finest,
and youngest, brass players traveled with Mrs. Ellmauer to
perform in the 44th Annual Tuba Christmas on the ice rink in
New York City at Rockefeller Plaza; the very spot where this
event was conceived.
Sixth-graders Jacob Hubert and Henry Simon, along with
Mrs. Ellmauer on euphonium and sophomore Ryan Kocher
on tuba, lugged their instruments to New York City to prac-
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tice in the underground passages below Radio City Music Hall. When call time came,
they traveled in underground tunnels
leading out onto the ice rink, and quickly
assembled for the concert of a lifetime.
The sound was wistful yet rich, as over 400 tubists filled
Rockefeller Plaza with a concert of sonorous Christmas carols.
The “back row” instrumentalists stood front and center, with
sparkling lights decorating their instruments and Santa hats
upon their heads, while an enormous crowd squeezed up to
the railings to catch a glimpse of this rare concert. For only one
day a year, the cheery and affable subculture of tubists unite to
celebrate the beauty of their instruments.

Technology News
It’s the fourth anniversary of the Hour of Code and there are
many new activities to explore. This year, our students started
out with one of the hour-long tutorials that included the new
Minecraft game Hero’s Journey, the classic Angry Birds, Star
Wars, Frozen, Moana, or Flappy Code. The games use blocks of
code to teach students to navigate their game space. In Minecraft, students take Steve or Alex on an adventure through the
Minecraft World. Frozen coders help Anna and Elsa create
snowflakes and patterns by skating. Each student chooses their
next activity based on their interest. Some possible activities
are Scratch or the Infinity Play Lab where they create a story
or a game starring Disney Infinity characters. The Hour of
Code website has over 100 computer science activities for all
ages and experience levels, developed by Code.org and partners. Go to code.org/learn to
try one of the activities!
In other news, our Kindergarten students are writing letters
to Santa using a sentence
starter link that allowed them
to fill-in blanks with their gift
wish lists. They also click on
one, two, or three stars to
show Santa how well they have been behaving. Hopefully all the
letters arrived to Santa before he loaded his sleigh.

Art News
“Art has the role in education of helping children become
like themselves instead of more like everyone else.”

Recently, the fifth graders started working on American Gothic
parodies by recreating the iconic Grant Wood painting which
portrays an old-fashioned, stiff and sour couple, standing in
front of a small white house. With a few simple changes, such
as clothes, hairstyles or background, the original painting can be
manipulated and the result can be very humorous. The students
are choosing two easily recognizable characters to portray in
front of the house. Some of the characters chosen so far are
Batman and Wonder Woman, Snoopy and Charlie Brown, and
Bugs Bunny and Elmer Fudd. Everyone is very excited about this
project and their artwork will surely emulate that.

Annual Food Drive
The month of November was filled with generosity, as students carted in food donations from their families to give to
local families in need. With the incentive of participating in
duct-taping their assistant principal to the gymnasium wall, a
healthy competition was born. Throughout the month, dozens
of students could be
seen tracking weekly
progress by reading and
interpreting a hallway bar
graph to see how their
grade fared in comparison to others. Students
discussed a variety of
mathematics while examining the data, such as
why some weights might differ from the number of items per
grade (cereals and pasta vs. canned goods, perhaps). Students
in 4th grade were seen literally dragging backpacks filled with
cans down the hallway. Others wore two backpacks, one in
front and one on their backs, one filled with schoolwork and
the other with food. It was nice to see so many students assisting their classmates because there was too much to carry up
the stairs in one load. Kindergarten students brought in bags
bigger than they were, proudly stopping people in the hall to
show how they’re helping others. Math students were excited
to weigh, add, and double-check their figures. Students looking over donations noticed how much “good stuff” there was,
even jars of baby food were donated so the littlest could feast.
As they worked at collecting and weighing, students talked
about the favorite foods at their own Thanksgiving table. All
the students enjoyed the season of giving, and a special thank
you to our PTSO for organizing the event.

• Sydney Gurewitz Clemens •
With those words of wisdom in mind, our elementary students are creating masterpieces that show off their unique
style. The first graders have been working with various materials such as chalk and oil pastels, sharpies, foil, and more.
Their imaginations have taken them to many places. First, they
travelled into outer space making their very own alien planet
landscapes. Next, they dove into the deep sea creating shiny
foil fish. Most recently they are working with oil pastels creating Starry Night landscapes.
Focusing on symmetry, our fourth graders used cardboard,
tinfoil, and yarn to create their own symmetrical Masquerade
Masks. Using sharpies to color the tinfoil, these brightly colored masks are really a sight to see.

KC Club News
The Sullivan West Kindness and Compassion Club teamed
up with the elementary PTSO to help make the annual Toy
Drive a huge success. Handmade ornaments created by the
KC Club members could be purchased by school and community members. Each ornament is hung on the “Giving Tree” in
the elementary lobby. A total of $607 was collected and was
used to purchase gifts for families in need this Holiday Season.
Thank you to all who helped make the holidays merry and
bright for those less fortunate.
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A Message from the High School Principal
Parents and Family Members, and revisions are commonplace. This process works to
I would like to wish everyone
create a balance of AP, SCCC,
a Happy and Healthy New
other college courses, elecYear. I wish you and your
tives and courses that meet
family a wonderful 2018. It
NYS requirements. By creatis hard to believe we are aping a schedule with a variety
proaching the end of the first
of courses, students have
semester. It feels that we were
options to meet their perjust welcoming our students
sonal needs. We continue to
back from Summer break and
work with colleges, exploring
celebrating the beginning of
opportunities for our students
school and Fall sports only a
so they can be exposed to
short time ago. Now the end
college-level courses.
of the first semester is quickly
approaching as students preTo assist our seniors in transipare for half-year course final tioning to life after graduation,
exams or mid-term exams for we invite students who gradufull year courses. Some of our ated from SWHS to return
students are also preparing for and share their post-graduaJanuary Regents. Good luck
tion stories. These conversaon all the upcoming exams.
tions center on their experiences since graduating, be it
Throughout November and
in college or the workplace. A
December, students met
consistent message from our
with their school counselors
graduates is how prepared
to finalize course selections
they were as they entered colfor the 2018-19 school year.
lege. We are extremely proud
Over the next few months,
of this. However, this does not
our counselors will input
occur by chance, but through
course selections into our
planning by our administrative
schedule builder and creteam, Counseling Departate a draft master schedule.
ment and teachers, working
Throughout the process of
towards preparing students for
creating the final version of
whichever path they choose
the master schedule, teachto follow.
ers are included for feedback

Cabaret
On Tuesday, October 24th,the
Sullivan
West Senior High
School
Choir,
under the
direction
of Mr.
Jerry Hoch and accompanied by Mr. Jeff Yeung on piano, gave
a terrific performance at their annual cabaret fundraiser. The
evening was entitled Tonight. The Senior High Choir started off
the performance by performing a rendition of Tonight from the
musical West Side Story. This was followed by many students
from the choir performing selected solos and duets. Sabryna
Keebler, Chanlyn O’Sullivan and Dustin Taylor, all officers of the
choir, served as the evening’s Master of Ceremonies. Perform-

We have posted our Course
Selection Guide on the district
website. Please take a few
moments to look through our
guide. This guide will allow
students, their counselor, and
parents plan a high school
career that will place them in
the best possible position to
achieve their career goals.
This year one of our new
courses, Introduction to Computer Science, has created a
space for those with ambitions
in this field. This course taught
through Project Lead the Way
allows students to gain college
credit from Rochester Institute
of Technology. Our instructor,
Mr. Tom Scardino, was trained
by RIT, and continues to work
with the university and other
computer science teachers on
curriculum building and project development. As our world
becomes increasingly smaller
due to technology, this course
allows students to explore
computer programming and
career

opportunities. I look forward to
creating further opportunities
for our students in this area.
As always, we will continue
to pursue courses for our
students, which are not only
challenging, but will prepare
them for life after graduating
from SWHS as they embark
on their career. I encourage
you to have continued conversations with your student
and their counselor on which
coursework will place them in
the best position to succeed.

Mark Plescia

ers included Madison Watson, Julia Daif, Erin Goggin, Allison
Unser, Katerina Santiago, Dustin Taylor, Chanlyn O’Sullivan,
Sage Aviles, Kelsie Maurizzio, and Abigail Starkweather. Songs
included famous numbers such as Memory, My Funny Valentine,
Summertime, Part of Your World, Anything You Can Do I Can
Do Better, and many others. The evening ended with the choir
reprising the title song. Refreshments, provided by the choir
students and their families were served. All the students made
the school proud of their excellent professional performances
and created a wonderful night of song.

Sullivan West Students Perform at
Area All-State Music Festival
Sullivan West High School would like to congratulate Sabryna
Keebler, Chanlyn O’Sullivan and Allison Unser for being selected to participate in the 2017 Area All State Music Festival.
This event was held at Tri-Valley Central School on Friday,
November 17th and Saturday, November 18th. Sabryna Keebler
performed with the Symphonic Band and Chanlyn O’Sullivan
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and Allison Unser sang in the Women’s Choir. This prestigious
event brings together top musicians from Sullivan, Orange,

ment ecological relationships and concepts. Mr. John Anderson, director/biologist at the hatchery, provided the students
with information about the brown trout that are raised there
from eggs and eventually released all over NY State. Students
had the opportunity to feed the young trout and to see the
mature trout housed at the hatchery. One of our Sullivan West
Alumni, Logan Grishaber works at the hatchery now. Sullivan
West elementary students have been participating in the “Trout
in the Classroom” program for many years, but this is the first
year that the high school students are raising trout from the
eggs. Mrs. Paparella’s Foundations of Science class has been
diligently checking the pH and ammonia levels, doing the
twice weekly water changes and feeding the trout which are
now called fingerlings. The trout will be released in the spring.
This was an excellent opportunity for our students to apply
what they learn in the classroom to real-life experiences.

Rockland, Ulster and Greene Counties. Acceptance is based
on NYSSMA solo festival scores. Congratulations to these talented young musicians.

Introduction of High School Class Officers

Mongaup Pond State Park Science Trip
The Sullivan West Living Environment classes, AP Biology
class and the Foundations of Science class went on an ecology
field trip in November to the NY DEC Fish Hatchery located in
Livingston Manor and to Mongaup Pond State Park where they
participated in a scavenger hunt and took pictures to docu-

Class of 2018 - Officers: President Andrew Lumalcuri; Vice
President Jordan Kubenik; Secretary McKinley Bernitt; Treasurer Alex Unser; and Board of Education Student Member-Leizel

Schlott. Seniors start the year off at a fast pace running some
of the concession stands at the various Fall sports games. They
then host the popular faculty vs. police basketball game held
in March (a must-see game for all!) All that fundraising finally
pays off as the Senior Class plans three trips: Sky Zone trampoline park in February, the Senior Class Picnic at Lake Superior
in June, and an end-of-the-year trip to an amusement park of
their choice.
Class of 2019 - Officers: President-Joseph Joyce-Turner;
Vice President-Sydney Hermann, Secretary-Allison Unser;
Treasurer-Chanlyn O’Sullivan. Juniors have a very busy year
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fundraising, starting off with the talent show recently held in
November. The next Junior Class fundraiser is the annual Color
Wars competition, which will be held in the Lake Huntington
gymnasium on Thursday, March 15. Check the website in
March for more specific information. The Class of 2019 is also
making plans for the Junior Prom to be held on Saturday, April
28 at The Clubhouse at Villa Roma.

As with any big production, the success of this year’s show
was due to the many hands working together. In addition
to the talented individuals who performed on stage, Joseph

Class of 2020 - Officers: President-Ryan Kocher; Vice President-Nikita Parikh, Secretary-Maggie Russell; Treasurer-Brooke
Kloss. Sophomore class members start off the year helping with

Joyce-Turner and
Allison Unser, the
class president
and vice-president respectively,
did a terrific
job as Masters
of Ceremonies.
Their light banter
and jokes kept
the audience
engaged while
the stage crew,
led by Chanlyn O’Sullivan
(class treasurer),
prepared for the
next act. During

the homecoming celebration by running the “spirit contest”
with the winning homeroom earning a pizza party. This year’s
winner was Mrs. Riggs’ 10th grade homeroom.
Class of 2021 - Officers: President-Frank Decker; Vice President-Daniel Hemmer, Secretary-Alex Haberli; Treasurer-Lucas

Gladding. The freshmen class sold Bulldog socks this year and
the money goes towards their Junior Prom, Senior activities, as
well as any supplies needed for Color Wars.

Junior Class Talent Show
On Thursday, November 13, the juniors hosted the annual
talent show, and it was a success on many levels. Sullivan
West’s Got Talent not only provided an opportunity to raise
money for the class treasury, it also showcased the diverse talent present within the Sullivan West community. This year we
had a record-breaking number of acts that featured teachers
as well as students for some rollicking two hours of entertainment. We had one contortionist, two bands, three unique
dance performances, and a multitude of awe-inspiring instrumental and vocal performances!

intermission, Sydney Hermann, the class secretary, manned
the concession stand with a crew of volunteers so that our
guests could enjoy refreshments while socializing in the foyer.
Ed Glendon served as the videographer for the AV Club so
that Cal Heaney could include highlights of the talent show
for the November 30th SW newscast which can be accessed
through a link on the Sullivan West homepage. The class was
also fortunate to have Mrs. Vogler and Mrs. O’Sullivan at the
front door to direct foot traffic, collect donations, and assist
with chaperoning. The Class of 2019 is grateful to everyone
who performed, attended, worked, or supported its efforts at
this crowd-pleasing event.
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Mr. Donovan’s
Psychological Disorders Project
Students in Mr. Donovan’s psychology course were tasked
with researching and then teaching the class about a psychological disorder in an interesting way using PowerPoint or other
methods. They were to include the definition, a sample case,
five items (books, movies, or songs about the disorder), symptoms and potential causes and how it affects the brain (or how

defects in the brain cause the disorder). Some of the disorders
students could research and then present were: acute stress
disorder, agoraphobia, Asperger’s Syndrome, avoidant personality disorder, bipolar disorder, bulimia nervosa, depression,
dyslexia, pyromania, Narcissism Personality Disorder, Seasonal
Affective Disorders.

Mr. Ogozalek’s Participation in Government
Fall Class Projects
Katrina Powell made a history-themed podium for social studies teacher, Mr. Parisi for her project featuring four presidents
from Mount Rushmore-George Washington, Theodore Roosevelt, Thomas Jefferson
and Abraham Lincoln, as
well as the White House.
Katrina used 5x12 8-foot
boards, using a chop saw
and skill saw for angles.
She used ¼” dowels and
glue to hold the boards.
She traced pictures of
the presidents and White
House and word burned
them. The podium also
features Mr. Parisi’s name
on it and a water bottle
holder.

sional recommending the ESD. Kelsey states in here report,
Under the Americans with Disabilities Act, an individual with
a disability is entitled to a service dog to help them live their
lives normally. Service dogs can go with their owners to most
places the public is permitted, including restaurants, hotels,
housing complexes and air travel. Any type of dog can be a
service dog, and service dogs do not have to be professionally trained. Therapy dogs are used to bring comfort and joy
to those who are ill. Many people can connect with dogs and
feel their love which has a therapeutic effect. Therapy dogs are
generally calm and well-behaved. They need to be socialized
by going to hospitals, nursing homes, foster homes, homeless
shelters, schools and places struck by disaster.

TEAMS Group Builds Phase One
of Solar Pergola
TEAMS stands for technology, engineering, art, math and science. The funding for the project came from a Sullivan County
BOCES grant. This innovative group of students was given
the challenge of creating something useful for the school or
community in which they live. Last year, students in this group
worked to develop a plan for a pergola that would be able to
support two solar panels that Mr. Clark provided for the greenhouse Geodome.

Kelsey Threshman’s
senior project was on
emotional support dogs
(ESD). According to
Kelsey, a person with this
health disability needs a
letter from a doctor or
mental health profes-
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High School News
Throughout the last school year, the Sullivan West High
School TEAMS group has constructed a pergola-like structure,
placing it next to the greenhouse, built with the purpose of
supporting two solar panels that will be used to power water
pumps in the greenhouse Geodome.
Current members Mackenzie Ripley, Ronni Gorr, Alexa
Minckler, Raine Kelly and Derek Hanslmaier, all took part in
some part of preparing the boards for construction. Assistance
in the project was given by Team Co-Advisors Mrs. Patricia
Ruggles and Mrs. Lisa Paparella, Technology Teachers Mr.
Lionel Billard and Mr. Tom Scardino, as well as custodial staff
members Mr. Rickey Layton, Mr. Doug Smith and Mr. Matt
Forster, science teacher Mr. Mike Ellmauer, and community
members Mr. Gerald Minckler and Mr. “Lefty” McAllister.

Junior High Student Council Food Drive
The Junior High Student Council had a food drive for the
holidays over the month of December. They were able to
gather enough food and money to send home eight boxes of
food to families in the Sullivan West School District, and have
more food to send home baskets for the upcoming holidays.
We were really impressed by the dedication of Ms. Fox and
Ms. Dickey’s homerooms who each brought in over one
hundred items.

With this phase of the project finally at a close, the TEAM
will work together again to attach the solar panel supports and
electrical wiring of the pump inside the greenhouse, also adding decorative elements to the pergola structure via the tools
available to them at the Hurleyville Makers Lab. The pergola
will be a perfect place for the Sullivan West Garden Club to
have meetings and prepare their plantings for the greenhouse

Random Acts of Kindness by S.A.D.D.

High School Student Council.
This year’s officers are: Co-Presidents-Andrew Lumalcuri and Leizel Schlott; Vice President-Michael Mullally,
Secretary-Sydney Favre and Treasurer-Nikita Parikh. Members of this student government organization participate in
many activities during the school year, including hosting the
highly successful homecoming bonfire in September – the
first in Sullivan West’s history. Recently, they sponsored a
blood drive (the next one is scheduled for Wednesday, February 21st). Student Council has a “hat day” once a month
where students and staff members can wear a hat during
the school day for a $1.00 donation. All the money collected is donated to the local Ride2Survive cancer organization. Many Student Council members volunteered at the
Ride2Survive dinner at the Villa Roma on November 11th.
This year, they will be donating over $1,000 to the cancer
organization. Student Council holds a yearly clothing drive
to supplement their activity budget. The next community
drive will be held in the spring - check the SW website for
more information.
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